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Comrades and Sisters,

This will be the last time | address you as Com-
mander of this magnificent Post. Jim Mitchell has
been installed and will officially take over on 26
June. | cannot tell you how much | appreciate the
effort and hard work put forth by so many of you to
make this year so successful. Just like all families,
we have experienced adversity together. And to-
gether we have overcome that adversity and be-
come a much stronger family because of it. With
the same support for Jim and his line officers, Post
4273 will reach even greater heights next year.
This VFW Post has become recognized by many in
the community as a leading Civic Organization.
You have become known as an organization of
doers, people who get the job done.

| would like to thank all of you who came out and
helped Voriece Blair preparing all the flags for Me-
morial Day. Voriece does a great job of organizing
that each year. Itis through her tenacity and perse-
verance that this task gets done each year and she
deserves a great big thank you from all of us. Many
thanks also to Brad Polluck, owner of Mt. Hood
Cleaners for cleaning the flags at no expense to the
Post. Brad is a patriot friend to us all.

We have an entry in the Sandy Mountain Days Pa-
rade made up of several military vehicles. There
will be room on some of those vehicles for your
children and grand children to ride during the pa-
rade. If you want to ride in the parade meet the ve-
hicles when they are staged on Hood Street at about
where the funeral home is located.

One of those vehicles is a pre-WWII recon tank.

Thanks to Pat O’'Malley, owner of All Ways Tow-

ing for transporting the tank to Sandy for the parade
and then back to Camp Withycombe. Pat is another
patriotic friend of ours.

Finally, | want to wish you all a great Summer. We
have seen a lot of rain this Spring. Hopefully that
means a great Summer is on the way. Semper Fi!
Bert Key, Commander

June 17
June 19
June 20

June 24-27
June 27
July 2-9
July 4

July 8

July 10
July 11
July 12
July 14

July 15
July 18
July 24

July 25
July 31
Aug 1
Aug 7

Aug 8
Aug 9
Aug 13

Aug 15
Aug 19
Aug 22
Aug 29
Sep5

Sep 6

Sep 10

Sep 11
Sep 19

June/July/August Calendar
VA Rep Janice Raisl at Post 10-Noon
Texas Hold’em (Post Hall) 6:00 pm
Breakfast/BINGO (Ladies Aux) 10:00 am
Father's Day (Breakfast free to Fathers)
State Convention (Seven Feathers)
Breakfast/BINGO (Men's Aux) 10:00 am
Field of Honor
Independence Day
Breakfast/BINGO (Ladies Aux) 10:00 am
Sandy Mountain Days Parade 7:00 pm
Men'’s Auxiliary Meeting 2:00 pm
Breakfast/BINGO (Post) 10:00 am
House Committee Meeting 5:30 pm
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 6:45 pm
Post Meeting 8:00 pm
VA Rep Janice Raisl at Post 10-Noon
Breakfast/BINGO (Men’s Aux)10:00 am
School of Instruction (Molalla) 9:00 am
Celebrate America BBQ at the Post 1:00 pm
Breakfast/BINGO (Ladies Aux) 10:00 am
School of Instruction (Hermiston) 9:00 am
Breakfast/BINGO (Post) 10:00 am
Post Picnic (Barton Park) 1:00 pm
Canteen Closed for the day.
Breakfast/BINGO (Men’s Aux ) 10:00 am
House Committee Meeting 5:30 pm
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 6:45 pm
Post Meeting 8:00 pm
Breakfast/BINGO (Ladies Aux) 10:00 am
VA Rep Janice Raisl at Post 10-Noon
Breakfast/BINGO (Post) 10:00 am
Breakfast/BINGO (Men’s Aux) 10:00 am
Breakfast/BINGO (Post) 10:00 am
House Committee Meeting 5:30 pm
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 6:45
Post Meeting 8:00 pm
Men’s Auxiliary Meeting 2:00 pm

Post Golf Tournament
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From Your Editor . - .
Bert Key The Post Chaplain The Auxiliary Chaplain

Newsletter articles are Melissa Samels (503) 668-4849 Voriece Blair (503) 668-4237

due 21 August for the
September Newsletter.

Contact your editor at:
bert.key@us.army.mil
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WHEN THE MUSIC STOPPED...

(For those who are unaware: At all U. S. military

base theaters, the National Anthem is played before
the movie begins.) This is written by a Chaplain in
Iraq:

“I recently attended a showing of “Superman 3”
here at LSA Anaconda. We have a large audito-
rium we use for movies, as well as memorial services
and other large gatherings. As is the custom at all
military bases, we stood to attention when the Na-
tional Anthem began before the main feature. All
was going well until three-quarters of the way
through the National Anthem, the music stopped.

Now, what would happen if this occurred with
1,000 18-22 year-olds back in the States? | imagine
there would be hoots, catcalls, laughter, a few rude
comments, and everyone would sit down and yell for
the movie to begin. Of course, that is, if they had
stood for the National Anthem in the first place.

Here in Iraq, 1,000 Soldiers continued to stand at
attention, eyes fixed forward. The music started

again and the Soldiers continued to quietly stand at
attention. But again, at the same point, the music
stopped. What would you expect 1,000 Soldiers
standing at attention to do? Frankly, | expected

some laughter, and everyone would eventually sit
down and wait for the movie to start.

But no, you could have heard a pin drop, while
every Soldier continued to stand at attention.

Suddenly, there was a lone voice from the front of
the auditorium, then a dozen voices, and soon the
room was filled with the voices of a thousand sol-
diers, finishing where the recording left off: ‘And
the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
gave proof through the night that our flag was still
there. Oh, say does that Star Spangled Banner yet
wave, o’er the land of the free, and the home of the
brave.’

It was the most inspiring moment | have had in Iraq
and | wanted you to know what kind of Soldiers are
serving you. Remember them as they fight for us.
Pass this along as a reminder to others to be ever in
prayer for all our soldiers serving us here at home
and abroad. Many have already paid the ultimate
price. God Bless America and all of our troops

serving through out the world.”
Chaplain Jim Higgins
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503459-9459

JIM BUREAU
Owner

503-668-4727 SHOP
503-668-9181 FAX

Sandy, Oregon 97055



