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The Buckboard Bulletin

From Your Editor
Bert Key

Newsletter articles are
due 21 January for the
February Newsletter.

Contact your editor at:
bert.key@us.army.mil

The Bake and Sew Ladies are in
need of donations of cotton mate-
rial for their quilts and cookie
ingredients. Contact Ruthie
Jackson for the details.

Party
THANK YOU!

5% Helpers Dora Fitzpatri 2
3 ck, Judy Gascon, Voriece g=2

Blair, Karen Taylor and ©

9 Jackie Key for making et

years  Children’s g

o Christmas Party a grand

i success.
Z to 40 children’s wishes.
&% Fun was had by all.

The Post Chaplain

Melissa Samels

The Auxiliary Chaplain

Voriece Blair (503) 668-4237

Santa listened fgr

ADOPT-A-FAMILY
WRAPPING PARTY
THANK YOU

Seven volunteers showed
up at the Post on Decem-
ber 17, armed with wrap-
ping paper , bows, tape
and scissors. For two an

a half hours they wra%ped
presents for our two Adopt
-A-Families. The presents
looked beautiful and a big
THANK YOU goes out to:
Mike Thomas, Nancy
Davis, Dora Fitzpatrick,
Carolyn Kinﬁ- inslow
Helene Hawkins and
Jackie Key.

Jewell Lamb, Chair

Sisters,
Our condolences and prayers go out _
Our condolences to the family of Mary

Bateman, who passed away December 10.
Mary will be greatly missed , especially by
the Cookie Ladies where she was a great
asset.

to the family of Arnold Huggins
whose wife Jane passed away last
month. “He who believes in me,
though he may die shall live.”

Our prayers are with Gary Brandon Charter member Enola Roper passed away
on December 19. Her Celebration of Life
Open House will be held January 2, from
11AM to 2PM, at 40050 SE Trubel Road,
Sandy. Contact her daughter Kathy
Pinkerton at 503 307-6623. Our prayers go

out to her family

as he recovers from his hospital stay
at Mt. Hood Medical Center. Mike
Kennedy is going in for more sur-
gery .

If anyone would like to take time out
to pray for our soldiers who are de-
ployed, the Good Shepherd Commu-
nity Church in Boring meets every

I pray 2010 will be very good to everyone.

Happy New Year!
Friday at 7:00 pm to pray for our

troops. Merry Christmas Everyone.

Our goal in the membership drive is to keep our Post a vigorous and positive force
for veterans and the community for years to come. That means gaining new
members so we can help the growing number of veterans and to replace older

members who are no longer as active. We also need to keep our current mem-
bers involved both by participating in Post activities that assist veterans and our
community as well as by keeping dues current for those who pay annual dues.

Remember we are here to serve veterans with: VA and government issues, cere-

monies, special concerns, and comradeship in addition to contributing to our community

with youth education programs and ceremonies to honor veterans. We should strive to
reach 100% of our previous membership level just to maintain our current level of ac-

tivity, but we should do better than 100% if we are committed to helping the new vet-
erans from the current combat zones and to help the increasing number of older vet-
erans who need assistance. We need every member to do his/her part over the next
few months by making 3 contacts. Talk to everyone who appears to be a veteran to

see if they are eligible. PLEASE DO YOUR PART BY HELPING IN THE MEMBERSHIP

DRIVE. Thank you. Jim Mitchell, Senior Vice Commander

Post Officers 2009-2010 Auxiliary Officers
Commander Bert Key President Loretta Wilson
Senior Vice Commander Jim Mitchell Sr. Vice President Helene Hawkins

Junior Vice Commander Brian Gornick Jr. Vice President Janet Misner

Chaplain Melissa Samels Treasurer Jackie Key
Quartermaster Red Davis Chaplain Voriece Blair
Judge Advocate John Lamb Secretary Joy Helfrich
Adjutant Glenn Yeager Guard Kit Spitzengel
Surgeon Sharkey Haider Conductress Dora Fitzpatrick




“First to serve our Veterans”
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A Thank You To Vietnam Vets From A Marine
In Iraq

A guy gets time to think over here and I was
thinking about all the support we get from home.
Sometimes it’s overwhelming. We get care pack-
ages at times faster than we can use them. There
are boxes and boxes of toiletries and snacks lin-
ing the center of every tent; the generosity has
been amazing. So, I was pondering the question:
“Why do we have so much support?”’

In my opinion, it came down to one thing: Viet-
nam. I think we learned a lesson, as a nation,
that no matter what, you have to support the
troops who are on the line, who are risking eve-
rything. We treated them so poorly back then.
When they returned was even worse. The stories
are nightmarish of what our returning warriors
were subjected to. It is a national scar, a blemish
on our country, an embarrassment to all of us.
After Vietnam, it had time to sink in. The guilt
in our collective consciousness grew. It shamed
us. However, we learned from our mistake.

Somewhere during the late 1970’s and into the
80’’s, we realized that we can’t treat our warriors
that way. So, starting during the Gulf War,
when the first real opportunity arose to stand up
and support the troops, we did. We did it to sup-
port our friends and family going off to war. But
we also did it to right the wrongs from the Viet-
nam era. We treated our troops like the heroes
they were, acknowledged and celebrated their
sacrifice, and rejoiced at their homecoming in-
stead of spitting on them.

And that support continues today for those of us
in Iraq. Our country knows that it must support
us and it does. The lesson was learned in Viet-
nam and we are better because of it.

Everyone who has gone before is a hero. They
are celebrated in my heart. I think admirably of
all those who have gone before me. From those
who fought to establish this country in the late
1770’s to those I serve with here in Iraq. They
have all sacrificed to ensure our freedom.

But when I get back, I’m going to make it a per-
sonal mission to specifically thank every Vietnam
Vet I encounter for their sacrifice. Because if
nothing else good came from that terrible war,
one thing did. It was the lesson learned on how
we treat our warriors. We as a country learned
from our mistake and now treat our warriors as
heroes, as we should.

I am the beneficiary of their sacrifice. Not only
for the freedom they, like veterans from other
wars, ensured, but for how well our country now
treats my fellow Marines and 1. We are the
beneficiaries of their sacrifice. Semper Fidelis,
Major Brian P. Bresnahan, U. S. Marine Corps.

CANTEEN CORNER

Jolynn Johnson

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

I am so excited to start this new year at the Post. The end of
2009 was busy and went very well, from Thanksgiving to
Christmas, our Post came together as family and friends to
make the holidays bright and happy for our members and parts
of the community. I am looking forward to 2010 being produc-
tive, fun and full of good times. Please remember to check in to
see what activities and gatherings you could be involved with
over the following year.

*Poker night is in full swing every Wednesday evening at the
Canteen.

*Do not let the weather keep you from having fun: Bowling and
Golf'is always available in the Canteen.

*Please help celebrate our members Birthdays every month by
attending the parties in their honor.

Remember, if you need anything or want to know more about
one of our events feel free to call or stop by for more informa-
tion. Or give me a call at home.

New Years Eve will be a wonderful time to end the year to-
gether with food, drinks, music and fun.

Thanks for all your support and hope you all have the chance
to stop by during the holidays. See you at the post!

If you are an Army Veteran or the next-of-kin of an
Army veteran, you may request a free set of author-
ized medals and decorations by sending a written re-
quest along with a copy of the DD 214 or other dis-
charge papers to National Personnel Records Center,
9700 Page Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63132-5100. Or
you can visit the National Personnel Records Center
website at: http://vetrecs.archives.gov

Membership Report: Our Ladies Auxiliary is 100%!!! Thank
you to all our recruiters: Loretta Wilson, Kaye Gomes,
Helene Hawkins, Lois Leavitt, Voriece Blair, and Jackie
Key. The Post’s membership is at 90%. Let’s Go Post!!

SAVE CAMPBELL’S FOOD LABELS
for the
VFW NATIONAL HOME FOR CHILDREN




Quote of the Month:

“That is the happiest conversation where there

is no competition, no vanity, but a calm
interchange of sentiments.”
Samuel Johnson
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